By FRITHATAGG

A visit to Waihi Community
Marae was on the list of must dos
for Newmont’s senior manager
for the Asia Pacific region when
he visited Waihi last week.

Jeff Huspeni, who was a
senior manager of Newmont’s
African operations before he was
appointed to the Perth-based
position, has also held senior
positions in the company’s
various exploration, geology and
business development
departments in the United
States.

While in Waihi, Mr Huspeni
was welcomed on to the Waihi
Community Marae and
presented with a mounted
greenstone chisel.

Produced by local carver Rob
Brown, the chisel is the same
shape as those traditionally used

| tohollow out the inside of waka,
and was described by Waihi

Community Marae chairman
Tim Ainsley as “‘a beautifully
carved piece that carried with it
alot of mana and the aroha of the
people of Waihi”.

This is Mr Huspeni’s first
visit to Waihi in his new role,
and he spent two days in Waihi
getting an overview of the
company’s operations and
activities.

Newmont Waihi Gold’s
external affairs manager Sefton
Darby said Mr Huspeni was very
interested in the mine.

“As a geologist and a member
of our Regional Leadership
Team, Jeff obviously had an
interest in seeing our current
operations first hand, and it was
good to be able to bring him up to
speed with our exploration

| programme.

“He was also very keen to
Jearn of our various community
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MEMENTO: Newmont Asia Pacific senior manager Jeff Huspeni (centre) is presented with a mounted greenstone chisel by Waihi Community

Marae chairman Tim Ainsley (left) accompanied by Newmont Waihi Gold general manager Glen Grindlay. PHOTO : KIT WILSON/NEWMONT WAIHI GOLD

participation and support model of how a mine and benefits for all parties. the Cornish Pumphouse and the

programmes,” said Mr Darby. community can work effectively Mr Huspeni visited some of Gold Story display beneath the
Waihi is widely regarded as a together to achievelongterm | Waihi’s local attractions such as Visitor Information Centre.
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